FIRST  DEVELOPMENTS   IN   AMERICA

Outstanding features of the next succeeding years
were the rapid growth of mediums on every side, and
the conversion to a belief in Spiritualism of great
public men like Judge Edmonds, ex-Governor Tall-
madge, Professor Robert Hare, and Professor Mapes.
The public support of such well-known men gave
enormous publicity to the subject, while at the same
time it increased the virulence of the opposition,
which now perceived it had to deal with more than a
handful of silly, deluded people. Men such as these
could command a hearing in the Press of the day.
There was also a change in the character of the
spiritual phenomena. In the years 1851-2 Mrs.
Hayden and D. D. Home were instrumental in making
many converts. We shall have more to say about
these mediums in later chapters.

In a communication addressed " To the Public,"
published in the New York Courier and dated New
York, August i, 1853, Judge Edmonds, a man of high
character and clear intellect, gave a convincing account
of his own experience. It is a curious thing that the
United States, which at that time gave conspicuous
evidence of moral courage in its leading citizens, has
seemed to fall behind in recent years in this respect,
for the author in his recent journeys there found many
who were aware of psychic truth and yet shrank in
the face of a jeering Press from publishing their
convictions.

Judge Edmonds, in the article alluded to, began
by detailing the train of events which caused him to
form his opinions. It is dwelt upon here in some
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